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One  of  the  visible  activities  that  adds  to  the 
impressiveness  of  the  conference  of  the  Chuich 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  the  sus- 
taining of  officers — when,  at  the  request  of  the 
person  presenting  the  names,  right  hands  in 
the  congregation  are  raised  in  an  affirmative 
but  silent  vote.  It  is  a  motivating  experience 
seldom  witnessed  elsewhere — to  see  many 
hands  join  as  one.  So  it  was  during  the  after- 
noon of  the  Easter  Sabbath — -April  6,  1947, 
when,  in  the  closing  session  of  the  one  hundred 
and  seventeenth  annual  conference  of  the 
Church,  President  David  O.  McKay  arose  to  his 
feet  and  received  the  sustaining  vote  which 
placed  Henry  Dinwoodey  Moyle  as  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  twelve.  Elder  Moyle 
needed  little  introduction  to  Church  members 
residing  in  the  stakes  of  Zion  as  well  as 
throughout  the  world.  As  chairman  of  the 
Church  welfare  committee,  he  had  accompanied 
the  General  Authorities  to  many  of  the  stake 
conferences  in  the  previous  ten  years,  where  he 
has  conducted  welfare  meetings  and  spoken  at 
general  sessions. 

Fifty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment,  he  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
April  22,  1889,  a  son  of  the  late  James  H.  and 
Alice  Dinwoodey  Moyle.  He  attended  public 
schools  and  the  old  Latter-day  Saint  high 
school,  and  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Utah  in  1909,  with  a  degree  in  mining 
engineering. 

He  was  called  on  a  mission  to  Germany  in 
1909.  After  completing  this  mission,  he  en- 
rolled for  a  year  at  the  University  of  Freiberg 
in  Germany,  where  he  studied  geology.  Re- 
turning home,  he  prepared  for  a  law  career  by 
studying  at  the  University  of  Utah,  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  and  Harvard  University. 

He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Salt  Lake 
City  in  1916,  only  to  have  it  interrupted  by 
World  War  1,  in  which  he  served  as  a  captain 
in  the  Twenty-first  Infantry.  He  was  an  in- 
structor in  the  officers'  school  at  The  Presidio, 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  R.O.T.C.  at  Utah 
State    Agricultural    College,    Logan,    for    six 


months.  With  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II, 
he  was  again  r£ady  to  serve  his  country — this 
time  out  of  uniform — and  his  community,  as 
he  had  done  in  years  past,  and  he  became  a 
director  of  the  Petroleum  Industry  Council,  as 
chairman  of  refining  for  District  Four  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  area.  He  is  now  a  director  of 
the  successor  of  this  organization,  known  as  the 
National  Petroleum  Council.  In  private  life  he 
is  an  officer  of  three  oil  refinery  companies  and 
president  of  a  livestock  company. 

Elder  Moyle  became  president  of  the  Cotton- 
wood Stake  in  1927,  a  position  he  filled  for  ten 
years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1936,  the  Church 
initiated  what  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  wel- 
fare plan,  and  he  became  one  of  the  general 
committee  members.  In  1937  he  was  called  to 
the  chairmanship  of  the  general  committee.  As 
such,  he  has  seen  this  work  grow  from  almost 
temporary,  seasonal  projects,  to  a  place  where 
the  welfare  plan  is  worldwide  in  scope,  caring 
for  the  needs  of  the  Saints  in  war-ravaged 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  stakes  of  Zion,  and  in  the 
far-flung  isles  of  the  sea.  Elder  Moyle  is  the 
second  member  of  the  general  welfare  com- 
mittee to  be  called  as  an  apostle,  Elder  Harold 
B.  Lee  having  been  ordained  in  April,  1941. 

Elder  Moyle  married  Alberta  Wright,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Clara  Scoville 
Wright,  on  October  17,  1919!  They  have- six 
children — four  daughters  and  two  sons:  Alice 
M.  Yeates,  Oakland,  California;  Marie  M. 
Wangeman,  New  York  City;  Virginia  Moyle, 
Janet  Moyle,  Hendy  D.  Moyle,  Jnr.,  and 
Richard  W.  Moyle.  all  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

Elder  Moyle  has  lived  a  life  full  of  service  to 
his  fellowmen  and  steadfast  devotion  to  the  will 
of  the  Lord.  He  has  rendered  words  of  inspira- 
tion and  guidance  to  many  as  he  carried  out 
the  duties  that  were  his  in  furthering  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  His  life  is  notable  in  every  activity 
and  an  inspiration  to  those  he  comes  in  contact 
with.  Henry  D.  Moyle  has  always  placed  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  first  in  his  life  and 
though  always  busy,  has  never  forgotten  his  re- 
sponsibilities to  God  and  to  his  fellowmen. 
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ONLY  L.D.S.  YOUTH  IS 
VALEDICTORIAN  IN  VIRGINIA 
SCHOOL.— The  Marion,  Va.  High 
School  in  Virginia,  U.S.A.,  re- 
cently bestowed  valedictorian 
honours  (the  first  in  13  years) 
upon  the  only  L.D.S.  boy  in  the 
school.  Walter  Jackson  Carmony 
delivered  the  graduation  address 
to  an  overflow  crowd  in  the  school 
auditorium  and  expressed  grati- 
tude to  Church,  family,  and  civic 
leaders  for  leadership  and  guid- 
ance. 

He  is  the  sole  member  holding 
the  Priesthood  in  the  Marion 
Branch,  Central  Atlantic  States 
Mission.  He  is  a  Priest  and  has 
shouldered  full  responsibility  and 
held  the  members  together  by 
conducting  an  interesting  Sunday 
School  and  Sacrament  service  for 
over  a  year  while  elders  were  un- 
available. 

TEMPLE  SQUARE  VISITED 
BY  THOUSANDS  DAILY.— 
Temple  Square  —  in  glorious 
spring,  sparkling  summer,  colour- 
ful fall,  or  majestic  winter — wel- 
comes the  world,  literally!  Stand- 
ing by  any  of  the  four  gates  on 
one  of  these  tourist-filled  days 
watching  the  crowds,  one  could 
almost  imagine  that  the  world  is 
making  its  way  to  the  famed  10- 
acre  block. 

When  the  gates  are  thrown  hos- 
pitably open  at  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  there  stand  tourists 
waiting  to  enter  the  grounds  and 
be  conducted  on  a  tour,  Seven- 
teen hours  later  near  midnight, 
the  last  guests — and  there  is  a 
large  group  of  them,  too — re- 
luctantly leave  for  their  hotel 
rooms  or  to  begin  their  all-night 
drives  across  the  desert  wastes  to 
the  next  stop. 

By  actual  count  an  average  of 
5,500  persons,  and  from  prac- 
tically every  place  en  the  globe, 
are  guests  on  Temple  Suare  these 
hot  July  days. 


Each  week  115  friendly  and 
well-informed  guides  give  of  their 
time  to  conduct  not  less  than  150 
tours  of  the  grounds  and  build- 
ings, relating  the  history  of  the 
Church  and  the  Restoration  of 
the  Gospel. 

Tourist  Guests  for  decades  now 
have  raised  up  their  eyes  with 
admiration  to  the  golden  statue 
of  the  Angel  Moroni  high  atop 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  And  the 
simple,  almost  unconscious 
beauty  of  the  grounds  and  a 
dozen  other  items  continues  to 
attract  the  visitor  back  time  and 
time  again. 

But  what  touches  many  tourists 
most  is  the  unanticipated  sacred 
quiet  and  spirit  of  Temple  Square, 
the  sincerity  of  their  guides,  and 
the  friendliness  of  the  personnel. 

Though  it  is  only  a  single  step 
through  the  historic  old  wall 
from  the  bustling  traffic  and 
business  of  the  work-a-day  world, 
restful  Temple  Square  seems  as 
another  world  with  its  informal 
but  sacred  spirit. 

MISSIONARIES  BAPTIZE 
SIX  JAPANESE.— Six  baptisms 
of  Japanese  Americans  or  native 
born  persons  have  resulted  from 
recent  activities  of  the  native 
group  residing  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley,  report  returned  mis- 
sionaries of  the  central  Pacific 
Missions,  who  have  been  assigned 
to  assist  this  group. 

Language  difficulties  of  the  past 
are  fast  disappearing  with  the 
organization  of  the  Regional 
Mission  to  Minority  Groups  under 
direction  of  Elder  Spencer  W. 
Kimball  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

One     recent     convert     is    now 

serving  as  a  companion  to  one  of 

the  lady  missionaries,  helping  to 

interpret  cottage  meeting  lessons 

into  the  Japanese  language. 
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BE  YOURSELF 


Address  given  Gen.  Conference,  October,  1952, 

by  Elder  Henry  D.  Moyle  of  the  Quorum  of 

the  Twelve  Apostles. 


"O  that  I  were  an  angel,  and  could  have  (he 
wish  of  mine  heart,  that  1  might  go  forth  and 
speak  with  the  trump  of  God,  with  a  voice  to 
shake  the  earth,  and  cry  repentance  unto  every 
people!"  (Alma  29:1)  was  the  statement  of  the 
Prophet  of  old. 

I  am  sure  today  in  our  lives  many  of  us  wish 
that  we  were  something  other  than  we  are, 
thinking  likely  that  their  lot  is  preferable  to  our 
own.    But  Alma  said  further: 

"Yea,  I  would  declare  unto  every  soul,  as 
with  the  voice  of  thunder,  repentance  and  the 
plan  of  redemption,  that  they  should  repent 
and  come  unto  God  that  there  might  not  be 
more  sorrow  upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth. 

But  behold,  I  am  a  man,  and  do  sin  in  my 
wish;  for  I  ought  to  be  content  with  the  things 
which  the  Lord  hath  allotted  unto  me."  (Ibid., 
29:  2-3.) 

I  believe  that  we,  as  fellow  workers  in  the 
priesthood,  might  well  take  to  heart  the  admoni- 
tion of  Alma  and  be  content  with  that  which 
God  hath  allotted  us.  We  might  well  be  assured 
that  we  had  something  to  do  with  our  "allot- 
ment" in  our  pre-existent  state.  This  would  be 
an  additional  reason  for  us  to  accept  our 
present  condition  and  make  the  best  of  it.  It  is 
what  we  agreed  to  do. 

We  are  told  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
that  "he  that  keepeth  his  commandments  re- 
ceiveth  truth  and  light,  until  he  is  glorified  in 
truth  and  knoweth  all  things. 

Man  was  also  in  the  beginning  with  God.  In- 
telligence, or  the  light  of  truth,  was  not  created 
or  made,  neither  indeed  can  be." 

Then  the  Lord  says: 

"All  truth  is  independent  in  that  sphere  in 
which  God  has  placed  it,  to  act  for  itself,  as  all 
intelligence  also;  otherwise  there  is  no  exis- 
tence." (D  and  C.  93:  28-30.) 

For  that  to  be  true,  we  had  our  own  free 
agency  in  our  pre-mortal  existence,  and  what- 
ever we  are  today  is  likely  to  result  of  that 
which  we  willed  to  be  heretofore.  We  unques- 
tionably knew  before  we  elected  to  come  to  this 
earth  the  conditions  under  which  we  would 
here  exist,  and  live,  and  work.  So  little  wonder 
it  is  that  Alma  of  old  said  that  we  sin  in 
thought,  or  in  the  desire,  or  in  the  wish  that  we 


were  someone  other  than  ourselves.  He  said 
further: 

"Now,  seeing  that  I  know  these  things,  why 
should  I  desire  more  than  to  perform  the  work 
to  which  I  have  been  called? 

Why  should  I  desire  that  I  were  an  angel, 
that  1  could  speak  unto  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth? 

For  behold,  the  Lord  doth  grant  unto  all 
nations,  of  their  own  nation  and  tongue,  to 
teach  his  word,  yea,  in  wisdom,  all  that  he  seeth 
fit  that  they  should  have;  therefore  we  see  that 
the  Lord  doth  counsel  in  wisdom,  according  to 
that  which  is  just  and  true. 

I  know  that  which  the  Lord  hath  com- 
manded me,  and  I  glory  in  it.  I  do  not  glory 
of  myself  but  I  glory  in  that  which  the  Lord 
hath  commanded  me;  yea,  and  this  is  my  glory, 
that  perhaps  I  may  be  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  God  to  bring  some  soul  to  repentance: 
and  this  is  my  joy."  (Alma  29:  6-9.) 

I  have  a  conviction  deep  down  in  my  heart 
that  we  are  exactly  what  we  should  be,  each 
one  of  us,  except  as  we  may  have  altered  that 
pattern  by  deviating  from  the  laws  of  God 
here  in  mortality.  I  have  convinced  myself 
that  we  all  have  those  peculiar  attributes,  char- 
acteristics, and  abilities  which  are  essential  for 
us  to  possess  in  order  that  we  may  fulfil  the  full 
purpose  of  our  creation  here  upon  this  earth. 

Once  again,  that  allotment  which  has  come 
to  us  from  God  is  a  sacred  allotment.  It  is 
something  of  which  we  should  be  proud,  each 
one  of  us  in  our  own  right,  and  not  wish  that 
we  had  somebody  else's  allotment.  Out  greatest 
success  comes  from  being  ourselves. 

I  think  that  we  can  console  ourselves  best  by 
believing  that  whatever  is  our  allotment  in  life, 
whatever  is  our  call  in  the  priesthood,  the  Lord 
has  been  wise  and  just,  and  I  might  add,  merci- 
ful, in  giving  to  us  that  which  we  need  to 
accomplish  the  particular  purpose  of  our  call. 

Furthermore,  when  we  are  in  the  full  exer- 
cise of  our  faculties,  and  live  in  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  commandments  of  God,  that 
which  we  do  in  fulfilment  of  our  call  as  holders 
of  the  priesthood  or  officers  in  the  Church  is 

(Continued  on  page  140) 
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You  Too  Can 


Make  a  Speech  I 

From  the  November  issue  of  the 
Improvement  Era  1949 

By  Louise  Linton  Salmon. 


Have  you  ever  sighed,  "I  wish  I  could  make 
a  good  speech"?  If  you  have,  then  this  article 
is  written  for  you,  because  you  have  already 
taken  the  first  step  in  learning  to  speak  affec- 
tively. 

There  are  many  advantages  to  good  speech. 
At  work,  in  church,  at  school,  and  in  social 
situations,  the  rewards  usually  go  to  those  per- 
sons who  can  express  their  ideas  accurately, 
clearly,  and  forcefully.  Moreover,  as  any  effec- 
tive speaker  will  testify,  it  is  a  thrilling  ex- 
perience to  talk  to  a  group  of  people  and  feel 
that  you  are  influencing  their  opinions  and 
swaying  them  emotionally.  Yes,  it  is  definitely 
worth  while  to  learn  to  speak  effectively. 

"But  I  have  no  talent,"  you  say.  Don't  be- 
come discouraged.  Speakers  are  made,  not 
born.  Some  of  the  world's  greatest  orators 
were  failures  in  the  beginning,  but  they  finally 
succeeded  because  they  persevered  in  their 
practice. 

There  can  be  a  world  of  difference,  however, 
between  successful  speaking  and  great 
"oratory."  A  humble  Danish  immigrant  stood 
up  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon.  His  speech  was 
so  broken  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to  under- 
stand. But  he  knew  the  gospel,  and  he  had 
a  message  he  wanted  the  bereaved  family  to 
hear,  for  he  felt  it  would  comfort  them.  The 
result  was  that  not  only  the  mourners  but  also 
every  person  in  the  chapel  received  that  mes- 
sage, clearly  and  forcibly.  The  truth  and  the 
man's  sincerity  and  simplicity  had  done  as 
much  as  the  most  polished  oration  could  have 
done. 

In  the  final  analysis,  making  a  successful 
speech  is  a  very  simple  process. 

1.  Have  something  really  worth  while  to  say 
that  you  sincerely  want  to  put  across  to  your 
listeners.     Your  message  should  always  be  an 


important  one.  and  even  the  casual  listener  will 
readily  recognize  that  behind  your  words  is  a 
life  of  unselfish  and  sincere  service.  The  respect 
that  such  experiences  inspire  is  an  important 
aspect  of  the  essential  attributes  of  sincerity  and 
truth. 

2.  Present  your  message  as  simply  and  clearly 
as  you  can.  Flowery  words,  involved  stories, 
irrelevant  details,  and  jumbled  explanations 
only  confuse  your  listeners.  First,  think  through 
your  ideas  carefully.  Next,  test  them  by  talk- 
ing about  them  to  a  member  of  your  family 
or  a  friend.  Can  he  understand  you  easily?  Is 
he  interested?  Pray  often  for  God's  inspiration 
and  guidance.  Finally,  with  your  ideas  thus 
carefully  considered,  present  them  to  your 
listeners  in  a  simple,  straightforward  manner. 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Edward  Everett  Hale 
both  had  a  real  message  to  give  their  listeners 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  a  national 
cemetery  at  Gettysburg.  Mr.  Hale's  speech 
lasted  one  hour  and  fifty-seven  minutes  and  was 
a  model  of  the  eloquent  oratory  of  the  day. 
President  Lincoln  spoke  briefly  about  what  was 
in  his  heart.  Today  only  scholars  read  Mr, 
Hale's  oration,  but  hundreds  of  thousands  have 
studied  and  loved  the  simplicity  and  clarity  of 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address. 

3.  Master  a  few  elementary  techniques  of 
delivery.  Speak  loudly  and  clearly  enough  to 
be  heard  by  all  your  listeners.  If  they  cannot 
understand  you,  they  cannot  get  your  message. 
Look  directly  at  your  listeners  as  you  speak; 
you  must  see  them  if  you  are  to  observe  their 
reactions.  Eliminate  as  many  distracting  man- 
nerisms as  possible;  pounding  on  the  pulpit  may 
make  your  listeners  worry  more  about  injury  to 
your  hand  than  the  subject  of  your  speech. 

These  are  the  essentials  of  successful  public 
speaking.    Of  course,  there  are  other  important 

(Continued  on  page  143.) 
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Ten  days  before  the  Christmas  of  1882,  a 
lovely  gift  arrived  in  the  home  of  George 
Charles  Duffy,  when  his  wife,  Sarah  Anna 
(Maeyer),  gave  birth  to  a  small  daughter,  who 
they  named  Mary  Elizabeth. 

George  Charles  Duffy  was  a  well  built 
strikingly  handsome  Irishman,  standing  six  feet 
three  inches  in  his  stocking  feet.  We  can  well 
imagine  how  proud  he  must  have  been  to  wel- 
come into  his  home,  this  tiny  stranger — their 
only  child. 

Mary  Elizabeth  spent  the  first  three  years  of 
her  life  at  Waldeck's  Plant,  Kimberley,  Cape 
Colony.  Her  parents  then  moved  to  Mafeking. 
When  she  was  nine  years  old  her  father  trekked 
by  ox-wagon  into  the  small  mining  town  of 
Johannesburg,  which  was  thereafter  to  be  their 
home. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  her  father  was 
appointed  an  official  in  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal  Republic.  In  the  course  of  his 
duties  he  had  to  attend  conferences  with  Presi- 
dent Kruger,  and  on  one  of  these  visits  he  took 
his  daughter,  then  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
with  him  to  the  home  of  President  Kruger 
in  Pretoria.  This  was  a  highlight  in  the  life 
of  young  Mary  Elizabeth,  and  she  has  never 
forgotten  the  thrill  of  meeting  one  of  the  great 
men  in  South  African  history. 

During  the  Boer  War  she  was  sent  as  a 
refugee  to  East  London  where  she  met  her 
cousin,  Frederick  Herbert  Vice,  who  she  was 
later  to  marry. 

She  was  14  years  of  age  when  she  first  heard 
about  'The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.'  Her  father's  aunt  had  joined  the 
church  in  Uitenhage,  and  had  in  1854  migrated 
to  Zion.  The  letter  home  from  this  aunt  telling 
about  a  remarkable  church  and  its  equally  re- 
markable people  impressed  her  childish  mind 
and  made  her  very  keen  to  meet  the  'Mormons' 
and  learn  more  about  their  faith. 

It  was  not  until  she  was  married  and  had  be- 
come the  mother  of  a  large  family  that  her  long 
felt  wish  was  gratified. 

In  1924  she  met  two  young  missionaries  in 
the  home  of  a  friend  of  hers  and  subsequently 
they  called  at  her  home,  then  a  small-holding 
in  Grevmont,  Northwestern  Johannesburg,  and 
presented  the  gospel  message  to  her.  These 
missionaries    were     Elders     Engstroom     and 


MARY   ELIZABETH    (DUFFY)    VICE 

Judkins;    Sister    Vice    still    corresponds    with 
Elder  Engstroom  to  this  day. 

Just  prior  to  the  visit  of  these  missionaries, 
Sister  Vice  had  lost  her  eldest  son,  and  had  in 
her  great  sorrow  searched  for  consolation  by 
attending  meetings  of  many  different  sects;  the 
message  of"  the  elders  immediately  impressed 
her  and  she  became  a  keen  investigator. 

At  this  time  tragedy  again  came  into  her  life, 
with  the  sudden  death  of  her  husband  on  the 
25th  of  June,  1925;  but  with  characteristic 
courage  sne  sold  her  small  farm  and  moved 
nearer  into  town.  A  month  later  her  youngest 
son  was  born. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1926,  she,  and  those  of 
her  children  who  were  of  age,  were  baptized 
and  became  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Despite  having  to  be  both  father  and  mother 
to  a  large  family  of  little  children,  she  still 
found  time  to  become  an  energetic  worker  for 
the  Lord.  Her  main  activities  being  Relief 
Society  President  of  Ramah  Branch,  Genea- 
logical Supervisor  and  Primary  Supervisor. 
While  she  was  Primary  Supervisor  she  had  at 
one  time  over  140  children  attending — an  all 
time  high  for  Ramah. 

Sister  Vice  has  a  strong  testimony  of  the 
truthfulness  of  this  great  gospel,  and  of  the 
wonderous  power  of  the  priesthood.  Her  eldest 
surviving  son  was  restored  to  life  through  the 
administration  of  the  elders,  and  while  serving 
as  Relief  Society  President  she  was  inspired  in 
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HONOUR  THY  FATHER 
AND  THY  MOTHER 


By  Elder  George  B.  Everton 


South  Africans  are  noted  for  the  honour 
they  pay  their  forefathers.  Holidays  have  been 
proclaimed,  monuments  erected  and  places  and 
streets  have  been  named  in  their  honour  to 
keep  alive  their  memory,  and  to  pay  tribute  to 
their  sufferings  and  the  wonderful  deeds  they 
performed  in  establishing  this  land  as  a  place 
of  comparative  peace  and  comfort.  Many 
other  countries  have  also  venerated  their 
pioneers  and  rightly  so.  But  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  stands  high  among  those  who 
hold  dear  the  memory  of  the  brave  souls  who 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  all  to  bring  free- 
dom and  comfort  to  their  children. 

The  veneration  of  ancestors  has  had  many 
forms  in  the  past — some  good,  some  bad.  Most 
of  the  time  they  have  been  directed  in  the 
proper  channels  but  on  not  a  few  occasions  the 
children  have  been  misguided  in  their  attempts 
to  pay  respect  to  their  fathers  and  evil  rather 
than  good  has  come  from  their  efforts.  For 
instance:  had  the  thought,  "What  was  good 
enough  for  father  is  good  enough  for  me," 
motivated  the  actions  of  all  men,  little  or  no 
progress  would  have  been  made  in  establishing 
this  or  any  other  country.  The  progress  of 
the  world  depends  on  men  and  women  who  are 
willing  to  work,  sacrifice,  suffer  and  die  that 
those  who  come  after  may  enjoy  a  higher 
standard  of  living.  All  ancestral  esteem  stems 
from  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  man, 
not  from  indifference  and  backwardness,  nor 
from  a  complacency  engendered  by  the  thought 
that  honour  is  being  given  through  stopping  at 
the  point  of  progress  attained  by  those  hon- 
oured. On  occasions  undeserved  recognition 
has  been  given  but  that  is  not  the  rule. 

Revering  of  pioneers  and  ancestors  has  taken 
a  sharp  up  turn  all  over  the  world  in  the  past 
century.  With  modern  methods  of  education 
and  production,  scientists  have  delved  into  the 
past  and  brought  to  light  much  history  which 
has  been  hidden  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
world.  And  with  this  additional  information 
man  in  general  has  turned  his  thought  towards 


his  forefathers  with  much  reverence. 

Most  impressive  of  recent  movements  in 
deference  to  progenitors  is  the  compiling  of 
genealogies.  This  activity  is  now  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  world  in  a  degree  never  before 
attained.  Prior  to  1842  there  were  no  organiza- 
tions interested  in  helping  people  to  compile 
their  genealogies.  Genealogical  books  at  that 
date  were  very  rare  and  dealt  only  with  royal 
families.  Little  thought  had  been  given  to 
tracing  the  lines  and  families  of  the  common 
man.  Then  in  1842  came  the  first  of  literally 
thousands  of  genealogical  and  heraldic 
societies,  The  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society,  organized  to  help  man  in 
his  search  for  ancestors.  It  is  quite  possible 
there  .  are  more  genealogical  books  printed 
every  year  now  than  were  printed  in  all  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  every  year  brings  more 
family  and  genealogical  organizations  into 
being.  The  interest  in  lineage  is  'snowballing1 
with  each  successive  publication  and  each 
banding  together.  It  is  now  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  interesting  hobbies  and  has  been 
the1  source  of  pleasure  for  millions  of  people 
in  every  country  in  the  world. 

To  the  Latter-day  Saints  this  great  interest 
in  genealogy  came  in  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy 
of  Malachi  wherein  the  Lord  promised  to  send 
Elijah  the  Prophet  before  the  coming  of  the 
great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  (the  second 
coming  of  Christ),  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren to  their  fathers.  Elijah  the  Prophet 
appeared  to  Joseph  Smith  in  1836  and,  as 
noted  above,  genealogical  interest  started 
within  a  few  years  and  has  grown  by  leaps  and 
bounds  since  that  time.  Of  all  the  signs  given 
regarding  the  return  of  our  Saviour  in  clouds 
of  glory,  here  is  one  of  the  most  plain.  The 
day  of  burning  is  close  at  hand  and  the  interest 
of  the  world  in  genealogy  is  holding  back  a 
curse  which  God  said  would  come  unless  the 
children  turned  their  hearts  to  the  fathers  and 
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BE  YOURSELF 

(Continued  from  page  136.) 

all  that  the  people  who  are  thus  affected  de- 
serve. Otherwise,  God  could  not  be  just,  and 
we  know  he  is. 

If  we  apply  that  principle  to  our  lives,  prac- 
tically, does  it  not  mean  that  when  the  bishop 
or  the  stake  president,  or  the  President  of  the 
Church,  calls  upon  us  to  fill  an  office  or  to 
render  a  service  to  our  fellow  men,  we  should 
accept  that  call  with  an  assurance  that  we  pos- 
sess the  essential  qualifications  given  to  us  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  in  order  to  properly  fulfil 
that  mission? 

I  think  this  is  peculiarly  true  of  those  of  us 
who  may  be  called  upon  missions  to  go  into 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  highest  calling  that  can  come  to 
man,  that  call  which  the  Saviour  of  mankind 
gave  to  his  disciples  last  of  all  preceding  his 
ascension  to  heaven,  to  go  into  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  nation,  kindred, 
tongue  and  people. 

I  wish  we  could  take  to  heart  the  admonition 
of  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  today  and 
utilize  those  faculties  which  God  gave  us  that 
have  been  religiously  and  sacredly  allotted  to 
us  for  our  use  in  the  fulfilment  of  life's  mission, 
that  we  might  be  fully  qualified  through  our 
own  efforts,  as  well  as  through  that  endowment 
which  we  inherited  and  received  from  our 
Father  in  heaven  to  go  into  the  world  and 
preach  his  gospel  to  his  children  who  wait  in 
darkness  to  have  truth  and  light  brought  to 
them  by  men  who  have  been  qualified  by  en- 
downment,  and  by  perseverance,  and  by  their 
own  work  thus  to  accomplish  this  purpose. 

We  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  fact  that  we 
are  Latter-day  Saints  and  that  we  have  received 
the  priesthood,  and  that  various  calls  have 
come  to  us.  If  we  have  the  true  perspective  of 
life  and  of  our  mission,  we  would  qualify  our- 
selves from  youth  to  meet  any  and  every  re- 
sponsibility that  might  come  to  us.  That  is 
peculiarly  necessary  for  a  people  to  believe  and 
to  practice  when  they  profess  to  the  world  that 
the  men  who  preside  over  them  in  the  Church 
and  in  the  priesthood  of  God  have  been  called 
of  God  by  those  who  are  in  authority  to  preach 
the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordinances 
thereof. 

If  we  truly  believe  the  fifth  Article  of  Faith, 
if  we  truly  believe  that  we  have  such  a  mission 
upon  this  earth  to  fulfil,  then  indeed  will  we  be 
diligent  in  preparing  ourselves  to  meet  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life.    We  shall  feel  qualified  to 


go  anywhere  and  to  listen  to  any  doctrine, 
whether  it  be  of  man  or  the  devil,  and  be  sure 
before  we  go  that  we  will  come  back  firm  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  eternal  truths  that  God 
has  revealed  in  these  latter  days  through  his 
prophets 

We  need  not  fear  the  philosophies  of  the 
world.  We  will  not  need  any  enlightenment  or 
any  instruction  or  any  assistance  from  anyone 
but  the  Comforter.  For  I  bear  witness  to  you 
today  that  if  we  accept  of  the  Lord  the  allot- 
ment which  he  has  given  to  us  as  our  birth- 
right, as  our  inheritance,  and  we  build  upon  it 
as  we  should,  that  we  will  enjoy  all  through  our 
lives  that  Comforter  which  the  Saviour 
promised  his  disciples. 

"The  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost, 
whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he 
shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things 
to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said 
unto  you."  (John  14:  26.) 

I  hope  and  pray,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
that  we  will  be  diligent  in  understanding  and 
appreciating  the  eternal  truths  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  we  will  live  and  not  merely 
exist.  There  can  come  into  our  lives  no  greater 
thrill  than  to  be  conscious  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  taken  those  faculties  that  God  has  given 
us  and  utilized  them  as  our  Father  in  heaven 
intended  that  we  should. 

I  was  thrilled  beyond  measure  the  other  day. 
I  have  a  little  grandson  three  years  of  age.  I 
found  him  and  myself  in  front  of  a  show  win- 
dow. He  said:  "Granno,  buy  me  something." 
I  looked  hastily  over  the  articles,  and  I  thought 
every  article  in  the  window  was  intended  for 
a  little  girl,  dolls,  etc. 

I  said.  "There  is  nothing  there  for  a  boy," 
but  almost  in  an  instant  he  looked  up  at  me 
with  his  big  eyes,  and  he  said,  "Why  Granno, 
there  is  a  truck  there.     Men  drive  trucks." 

I  was  thrilled  to  think  in  that  mind  three 
years  of  age  that  the  power  to  utilize  the  intel- 
lect, to  think  and  to  reason  existed  there  so 
early  in  life,  and  brought  that  young  man,  at 
the  moment  at  least,  the  desired  results. 

Now  I  hope  and  pray,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  that  we  will  all  place  ourselves  in  the 
position  where  we  can  utilize  these  faculties 
just  as  that  child  did,  in  every  circumstance  of 
life,  and  have  come  before  us,  through  our 
obedience,  and  through  the  guidance  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Holy  Ghost  the  right  answer  to  all 
our  problems. 

May  God  bless  us  I  humbly  pray  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 
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<    THE  KEY 

TO  SUCCESS 

By  Elder  Royal  D.  Jensen 

Before  the  creation  of  this  world,  in  the 
great  council  of  Heaven,  the  Saviour  declared: 
"and  we  will  prove  them  herewith,  to  see 
if  they  will  do  all  things  whatsover  the 
Lord  their  God  shall  command  them.,, — 
(Abraham  3:25). 

The  great  responsibility  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  is  to  keep  all  the  commandments.  In  fact 
the  very  purpose  and  reason  for  our  existence 
here  upon  the  earth  is  to  prove  ourselves  and 
to  see  if  we  will  .  .  .  "live  by  every  word  which 
proceedeth  forth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." — 
(D.  &C.  98:11). 

In  due  time,  after  the  creation  of  the  earth, 
Adam  and  Eve  were  placed  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.  Here  they  partook  of  the  forbidden 
fruit  and  as  a  result  they  became  mortal  beings 
and  were  driven  from  the  beautiful  garden  into 
the  lonely  and  dreary  world.  A  veil  was  drawn 
over  their  minds  and  they  forgot  their  pre- 
mortal existence  and  the  gospel  by  which  they 
had  previously  lived.  Therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  gospel  plan  to  be  revealed  to  them. 

As  time  passed,  little  by  little,  the  gospel  was 
revealed  to  Father  Adam  and  Mother  Eve. 
They  rejoiced  in  all  the  revelations  that  they 
received  and  faithfully  they  rendered  obedience 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  In  the  Pearl  of  Great 
Price  we  read: 

"And  he  gave  unto  them  commandments, 
that  they  should  worship  the  Lord  their  God, 
and  should  offer  the  firstlings  of  their  flocks, 
for  a  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  Adam  was 
obedient  unto  the  commandments  of  the  Lord. 

"And  after  many  days  an  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  Adam  saying:  Why  dost  thou 
offer  sacrifices  unto  the  Lord?  And  Adam 
said  unto  him:  I  know  not,  save  the  Lord 
commanded  me." — (Moses  5:  5-6). 

This  is  one  of  the  greatest  examples  of  faith- 
ful obedience  ever  recorded.  Although  he  did 
not  know  the  full  answer  why,  yet  he  obeyed, 
knowing  that  God  would  not  command  him 
to  do   anything  which  would   be   harmful   or 
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non-beneficial.     Therefore  he  obeyed  and  later 
he  received  light. 

What  a  wonderful  example  Adam  set  for 
the  generations  that  would  follow.  I  am  sure 
that  each  of  us  can  take  a  lesson  on  obedience 
from  the  first  earthly  parents.  We  cannot  be 
saved  in  ignorance  and  knowledge  and  intelli- 
gence comes  only  through  obedience.  (D.  &  C. 
130:  19-21). 

A  great  lesson  on  obedience  was  taught  the 
great  King  Saul  by  the  Prophet  Samuel.  King 
Saul  had  recently  been  crowned  when  a  tribe 
from  the  desert  invaded  the  land  of  Canaan. 
The  voice  of  the  Lord  came  to  Samuel,  the 
prophet,  commanding  him  to  command  King 
Saul  to  take  his  armies  to  go  in  pursuit  of  the 
invaders  and  destroy  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  both  male  and  female,  and  all  the 
animals,  as  well,  as  to  destroy  all  their  pro- 
perty. King  Saul  received  the  commandment 
and  went  in  pursuit  but  did  not  fully  keep  the 
commandment.  He  brought  back  the  fattest 
and  the  best  of  the  cattle  and  of  the  sheep  as 
spoils  of  war.  The  Lord  was  displeased  with 
the  disobedience  of  King  Saul  and  explained 
unto  the  Prophet  Samuel  the  waywardness  of 
the  king.  Therefore,  the  Prophet  went  Out  to 
meet  the  king  as  he  came  marching  home  from 
the  war.  When  they  met,  Saul  greeted  Samuel 
as  the  chosen  prophet  of  God  and  said, 

"Blessed  be  thou  of  the  Lord:  I  have  per- 
formed the  commandment  of  the  Lord. 

"And  Samuel  said,  What  meaneth  then  this 
bleating  of  the  sheep  in  mine  ears,  and  the 
lowing  of  the  oxen  which  I  hear? 
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"And  Saul  said,  They  have  brought  them 
from  the  Amalekites:  for  the  people  spared 
the  best  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  oxen,  to  sacri- 
fice unto  thy  God;  and  the  rest  we  have  utterly 
destroyed."  (1    Samuel    15:13-15). 

To  this  the  Prophet  Samuel  said: 

"Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt 
offerings  and  sacrifices  as  in  obeying  the  voice 
of  the  Lord?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than 
sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams." 
(1  Samuel  15:22). 

Each  of  us  would  benefit  greatly  if  we  would 
place  this  statement  deep  down  in  our  hearts 
and  always  remember  it.  Furthermore,  we 
should  repeat  it  every  few  days.  "Behold,  to 
obey  is  better  than  sacrifice  and  to  hearken 
than  the  fat  of  rams." 

The  question  often  comes  to  the  minds  of 
thinking  people  and  especially  young  people: 
How  will  I  benefit  by  rendering  obedience  to 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord?  The  Apostle 
Paul  answered  this  question  when  he  stated 
what  the  Saviour  earned  as  a  result  of 
obedience. 

"Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he 
obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered; 

"And  being  made  perfect,  he  became  the 
author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that 
obey  Him";  (Hebrews  5:  8-9): 

Because  of  his  obedience  Christ  became  the 
author  of  eternal  salvation,  unto  all  those  that 
obey  him.  The  obedient  will  be  given  eternal 
life,  which  gift  is  the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts 
of  God.  (D.  &  C.  14:  7).  What  more  could 
anyone  desire  than  to  dwell  eternally  with  our 
Father  in  Heaven?  However,  let  us  remem- 
ber that  only  the  obedient  will  obtain  this  goal 
and  the  scriptures  clearly  state  that  now  is 
the  time  for  men  to  perform  their  labours  and 
to  prepare  to  meet  God.  (Alma  34:  32). 

So  many  people  say,  "Well,  we  want  to  be 
faithful.  We  want  to  be  diligent  and  true  to 
the  faith.  We  want  to  obey  all  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  but  it  is  tiresome  and  diffi- 
cult." Is  it  easy  to  be  faithful  and  endure  to 
the  end?  Is  it  easy  to  be  obedient  to  all  of  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel?  As  you 
answer  these  questions,  do  you  want  to  hesitate 
and  think  about  them?  Is  it  difficult  to  decide 
just  how  easy  it  is  to  render  obedience? 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  asked  these  questions  to 
my  Sunday  School  class.  Even  though  they 
were  only  twelve  years  old,  yet  there  was  no 
hesitation.  Readily  they  said  that  it  is  easy  to 
be  faithful  and  obedient.  Then  I  asked  the 
question:  "Why  is  it  easy  to  be  obedient?"  A 
little  girl  raised  her  hand  and  said,  "Because 
we  have  the  Lord  to  help  us!"  Did  that  thought 
enter  your  mind.     No    wonder    the    Saviour 


said,  "Except  ye  become  as  a  little  child  ye  can 
in  nowise  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Yes,  the  Lord  desires  to  help  each  one  of  us 
obtain  eternal  life.  When  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments, it  gives  him  joy;  He  is  caused  to 
rejoice.  When  we  disobey.  He  is  caused  to 
sorrow. 

This  is  very  well  illustrated  by  the  Prophet 
Enoch,  who  had  the  privilege  of  looking  down 
through  the  stream  of  time.  The  Lord  and 
Enoch  were  observing  human  history  in  that 
vision.  When  the  scene  came  to  the  time  of 
Noah  and  they  were  observing  the  happenings 
of  this  period,  God  wept.  Enoch  was  very 
much  surprised  and  asked  the  Lord,  "Why  is 
it  that  God  weeps?  Everything  is  happy  and 
peaceful  in  heaven  and  everyone  there  wor- 
ships thee."    But  the  Lord  said  unto  Enoch: 

"Behold  these  thy  brethren;  they  are  the 
workmanship  of  mine  own  hands,  and  I  gave 
unto  their  knowledge,  in  the  day  I  created 
them;  and  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  gave  I  unto 
man  his  agency; 

"And  unto  thy  brethren  have  I  said,  and  also 
give  a  commandment,  that  they  should  love 
one  another,  and  that  they  should  choose  me, 
their  Father;  but  behold,  they  are  without 
affection,  and  they  hate  their  own  blood"; 
(Moses  7:  32-33.) 

And  again  the  Saviour  declared: 

".  .  .  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  you 
together  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  but  ye  would  not!"  (D.  &  C.  43:  24.) 

The  Loid  will  certainly  help  us  to  the  extent 
that  we  will  let  him. 

So  let  us  remember  the  covenants  we  have 
entered  into  and  the  commandments  we  have 
been  given.  Let  us  perform  our  labours  and 
prepare  to  meet  our  Father  in  Heaven.  It  mat- 
ters not  what  success  one  may  attain  to  in  this 
life,  if  that  person  does  not  secure  eternal 
salvation  in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  then  that 
success  is  failure.  Only  obedience  to  the 
principles  of  eternal  life  taught  in  the  gospel 
will  bring  us  salvation.  REMEMBER  THE 
KEY  TO  TRUE  SUCCESS,  ETERNAL  LIFE, 
IS  OBEDIENCE  TO  THE  LAWS  AND 
ORDINANCES  OF  THE  GOSPEL. 


The  kingdom  of  God  is  all  that  is  of  real 
worth.  All  else  is  not  worth  possessing,  either 
here  or  in  the  hereafter.  Without  it,  all  else 
would  be  like  a  dry  tree  prepared  for  the  burn- 
ing: it  is  all  consumed,  and  the  ashes  are 
driven  to  the  four  winds. 

— Brigham  Young. 
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,  HONOUR  THY  FATHER  AND  THY  MOTHER 


(Continued  from  page  139.) 

the  fathers  turned  their  hearts  to  the  children. 

The  stories  of  how  the  fathers  are  turning 
to  the  children  are  many.  People  in  our 
church  and  out  are  receiving  visitations, 
dreams,  promptings  and  visions  urging  them  to 
do  genealogical  and  temple  work — those  who 
have  passed  on  are  showing  great  anxiety  re- 
garding the  ordinances  they  cannot  perform  for 
themselves.  A  recent  story  along  this  line  con- 
cerns a  woman,  not  of  our  church,  whose  hus- 
hand  had  been  dead  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
has  appeared  to  her  several  times  and  urged 
her  to  seek  out  the  true  church  so  that  she 
might  help  him  to  advance  on  the  other  side. 
The  true  church  of  Christ,  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  is  the  only 
church  that  can  assist  those  spirits  who  are 
waiting  in  Paradise.  Members  of  the  church 
in  almost  every  branch  of  the  South  African 
Mission  have  had  similar  experiences  wherein 
the  dead  have  urged  their  children  to  help 
them.  This  is  not  unusual  as  comparable  re- 
ports have  come  from  members  all  over  the 
world. 

Monuments  of  stone  to  the  departed  pay 
them  honour  but  little  benefit  passes  from  such 
to  the  other  side.  However,  God  has  set  up 
means  whereby  the  children  can  assist  the 
fathers  through  "baptism  for  the  dead,"  which 
was  understood  and  practised  by  early 
Christians  as  mentioned  by  Paul  in  I  Corin- 
thians 15:29  and  confirmed  by  religious  and 
profane  history  for  over  three  centuries  follow- 
ing Christ.  Latter-day  revelations  from  God 
have  placed  great  importance  upon  genea- 
logical and  temple  work  and  in  it  you  will  not 
only  pay  honour  to  your  dead  but  will  also 
return  some  compensation  for  the  benefits  they 
have  bestowed  upon. you.  In  no  other  way  is 
it  possible  to  reverance  your  ancestors  so  much 
to  say  thanks  for  your  heritage. 

Sometimes  discouragement  comes  in  the 
search  for  ancestors  because  it  seems  impos- 
sible to  get  around  or  over  an  apparent  'stone 
wall.'  Don't  think  you  are  alone  in  this  trouble 
— almost  everyone  has  this  same  situation  arise. 
But  genealogical  work  does  not  consist  entirely 
of  extending  your  pedigree.  In  the  great  plan, 
wherein  sealings  must  be  eventually  completed 
from  Adam  down  to  the  last  generation,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  every  family  be  sealed  as  one 
unit.  This  means  that  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  your  grandparents  and  great-grandparents 
must  be  sealed  as  a  family  to  their  fathers  and 
mothers.    Which  brings  up  the  question  of  the 


families  of  these  great-uncles  and  aunts.  They 
must  also  be  sealed,  wife  to  husband  and 
children  to  parents  and  so  on  down.  Your  re- 
sponsibility does  not  stop  with  ancestors  alone, 
their  brothers,  sisters,  children  and  children's 
children  are  important  also.  For  instance:  you 
find  one  of  your  great-great-grandfathers,  you 
do  his  work  and  seal  his  family  to  him.  What 
about  all  the  rest  of  his  descendants?  Wouldn't 
he  like  to  have  all  his  posterity  in  the  great 
chain  of  sealings?  Yes,  he  would,  and  you  will 
find  as  much  joy  and  satisfaction  in  gathering 
the  data  of  his  heirs,  dead  and  living,  as  you 
will  in  extending  your  family  tree.  When  you 
run  up  against  the  'stone  wall'  don't  stop  there, 
turn  your  attention  to  the  offspring  of  one  or 
more  of  your  grandsires  and  you  will  find 
genealogical  work  which  will  keep  you  going 
the  rest  of  your  life.  Keep  on  trying  to  get 
over  that  'stone  wall'  but  don't  stop  just  because 
the  way  over  does' not  present  itself  after  a 
little  effort. 

"Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee."  Can  grandparents 
be  excluded  from  this  commandment?  No,  it 
is  important  that  you  honour  all  your  ancestors 
and  he  who  really  pays  honour  is  he  who 
serves — showing  his  love  by  performing  a  work 
not  possible  on  the  other  side.  The  oppor- 
tunity is  yours.  Are  you  taking  advantage  of 
it?  Will  you  be  able  to  face  your  ancestors  on 
the  other  side  with  a  clear  conscience  unless 
you  have  put  forth  an  effort  not  only  to  honour 
them  but  to  help  them?  "  .  .  they  without  us 
cannot  be  made  perfect — neither  can  we  with- 
out our  dead  be  made  perfect." 


YOU,  TOO,  CAN  MAKE  A  SPEECH! 

(Continued  from  page  137.) 

attributes  of  the  trained  speaker,  such  as 
pointed  organization,  colourful  illustrations, 
vivid  language,  correct  grammar,  dramatic 
gestures,  and  a  pleasant,  flexible  voice;  and  the 
value  of  these  attributes  should  not  be  mini- 
mized. But,  like  the  frosting  of  a  cake,  they 
are  desirable  although  not  essential. 

There  is  no  royal  road  to  speech  improve- 
ment. Speech  is  a  very  complex  combination  of 
habits,  and  like  all  habits,  speech  habits  are 
hard  to  break.  The  time  to  start  is  now.  Begin 
by  accepting  every  opportunity  to  talk  to  an 
audience  that  is  offered  to  you.  If  you  follow 
the  three  simple  rules  explained  above,  you,  too, 
can  give  a  successful  speech. 
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RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir. 

I  19  Kitchener  Ave.,  Bez  Valley  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Tex  W.  Smith 

With  the  return  of  the  holiday  makers,  and 
the  recovery  of  Sister  Edie  Muir  and  Sister 
Gloria  Wallace  who  has  been  in  the  hospital, 
the  attendance  of  Ramah  Branch  is  back  to 
normal.     The   Muir  and   Southerland   families 


both  had  an  enjoyable  holiday  but  were  glad 
to  get  back  to  their  homes  again. 

The  M.I. A.  programmes  have  been  full  of 
variety  this  month  with  Tuesday,  July  27th, 
bringing  an  instructive  but  comical  demonstra- 
tion of  table  etiquette.  On  the  third  of  August 
a  debate  was  presented:  the  subject  being  'An 
Eye  for  an  Eye1  vs.  'Love  Thy  Neighbour'  with 
Brother  Donly  taking  Donavan  Donly  and 
Nola  Matthews  to  match  their  wits  and  know- 
ledge against  Brother  Muir  with  Lilian  Brum- 
mer  and  Walter  Perry  to  aid  him.  Brother  Tex 
Smith  acted  as  chairman  and  the  debate  proved 
successful  as  well  as  interesting. 


There  has  been  a  change  in  the  Y. M.M.I. A. 
Presidency  as  we  released  Brother  Donavan  as 
President  with  many  thanks  for  a  job  well 
done.  We  welcome  Brother  Ninow  to  this 
position  and  may  the  Lord  bless  him  in  his 
new  calling. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Ramah  on 
Sunday,  1st  of  August,  and  two  of  our  young 
folks,  Recas  and  Richard  Sharp,  who 
have  recently  turned  eight,  were  baptised 
to  membership  in  the  Church.  We  wel- 
come Brother  and  Sister  Koekemore  and 
their  family,  Edith,  Elizabeth,  John  and  Henry, 
who  were  also  baptised  on  Sunday,  the  15th  of 
August.  Mona,  their  youngest  daughter,  was 
blessed  the  same  day.  May  the  family  always 
find  peace  and  comfort  in  the  Gospel  and  with 
their  associations  with  the  members. 

Sunday,  August  8th,  was  Branch  Conference 
services,  and  a  very  outstanding  and  inspira- 
tional theme  was  presented  on  'Character. 
Church  and  Temple  Building.'  Outstanding 
musical  items  were  rendered  with  a  violin  solo 
by  Elder  Young  and  a  song  by  Sister  Signe 
Smith. 

The  Building  Committee  has  been  busy  get- 
ting ideas  to  further  the  work  of  raising  funds 
for  the  proposed  new  chapel.  A  'Big  Bazaar' 
is  to  be  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Kenilworth, 
on  September  1 1th,  concluding  with  a  dance  in 
the  evening.  Other  events  are  planned  for  the 
coming  summer  with  a  variety  concert  in 
October. 

Recent  news  received  from  Sister  Yvonne 
(Matthews)  Clark  informs  us  that  she  is  the 
mother  of  a  new  baby  boy.  Congratulations  to 
a  former  Ramah  Branch  member. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Dec.  Hugo. 

51  Athlone  Ave.,  Strubenvale,  Springs,  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw 

On  Saturday  the  24th  of  July,  a  large  crowd 
of  Saints  gathered  in  our  recreation  hall  to 
celebrate  the  first  pioneer  social  sponsored  by 
the  newly  formed  M.I.A.  The  East  Rand  mis- 
sionaries were  here  too  to  join  in  on  the  fun 
and  see  what  they  thought  of  the  pioneer  food 
served  by  the  M.I.A.  ladies.  After  everyone 
had  eaten  their  fill  of  beans,  bread,  punch  and 
milk  which  was  served  in  the  pioneer  fashion. 
Brother  John  Troskie  organised  some  very  en- 
joyable but  strenuous  games.  There  was  a  spirit 


September,  1954. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


145 


of  pride  present  as  we  all  came  to  the  full 
realization  that  this  event  was  taking  place  in 
our  very  own  recreation  hall.  We  were  happy 
to  have  the  members  of  the,  Benoni  Branch 
join  with  us. 

On  Sunday  the  25th  the  Branch  Presidency 
had  the  whole  day  to  themselves  to  present 
their  programme  for  the  Branch  Conference. 
The  morning  session  was  devoted  to  boosting 
the  different  church  magazines  that  are  avail- 
able for  the  members  of  the  church  to  read  and 
increase  their  knowledge.  The  speakers  are  to 
be  complimented  on  the  well  prepared  sales 
talks  they  gave.  In  the  evening  the  District 
Presidency  were  welcome  visitors. 

Our  congratulations  to  Mrs.  Cathy  Hugo,  the 
wife  of  our  Branch  President,  who  has  brought 
home  some  laurels  which  she  won  by  overcom- 
ing all  opposition  in  the  ladies'  handicap  bowls 
competition. 

Wynne  Armstrong  is  the  latest  victim  to  fall 
to  the  attack  of  appendicitis  but  we  are  happy 
to  report  that  Wynne  is  doing  very  well  since 
his  operation. 

With  the  coming  of  September  the  sudden 
beat  of  a  motor  bike  may  announce  the 
presence  of  Brother  Tommy  Jubber  who  begins 
a  new  job  as  a  'Speed  Cop'  here  in  Springs.  We 
wish  Brother  Tommy  the  best  of  luck  in  his 
new  venture. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott, 

4  Baynes  St.,  Berea,  East  London,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott 

The  24th  of  July  proved  to  be  a  wonderful 
day  for  our  Pioneer  social.  There  was  fun  had 
by  all  as  the  programme  for  the  social  was 
carried  out  and  plenty  of  good  food,  which 
had  been  prepared  by  the  sisters,  was  served. 

We  have  missed  Sister  Theodora  Booysen. 
who  has  been  away  on  holiday  to  Cape  Town, 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  her  return. 

As  Elder  Schmid  begins  his  labour  here  in 
East  London,  we  welcome  him  and  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  bless  him  in  his  work. 

There  has  been  a  number  of  the  members 
ill  this  month  with  Sisters  Geraldene  Randall 
and  Valmai  Marriott  spending  a  few  days  in 
the  hospital.  All  is  well  now,  however,  and 
everyone  is  in  good  health. 

On  July  the  31st  the  Relief  Society  held  a 
cake  sale  and  did  very  well.  The  sisters  here 
in  East  London  are  making  a  name  for  them- 
selves as  being  able  to  make  delicious  cakes. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  have  Elder  Gris- 
more  and  President  Duncan  with  us  to  hold 
District  Conference.  The  conference  was  very 
much  a  success  and  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


We  have  had  many  visitors  this  month,  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Tol  from  Bloemfontein; 
from  Salisbury  Sister  Fouche;  from  Bulawayo 
Sister  Tarr  and  her  two  fine  children.  We  wish 
that  these  good  brothers  and  sisters  could  be 
with  us  longer,  but  are  thankful  that  they 
could  visit  with  us  for  the  short  time  that  they 
did. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  George  B.  Everton, 

8  Roof  Garden  Mansions,  310  Vause  Rd., 

Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

Our  bout  of  'Hello's'  and  'Good-byes'  carried 
through  to  this  month  as  we  said  good-bye 
to  Elder  Paul  Smith  who  has  been  transferred 
to  Pietermaritzburg.  We  certainly  miss  him 
here,  but  wish  him  luck  and  success  in  his  new 
assignment.  We  were  unable  to  say  good-bye 
to  Elder  Crowther  before  he  left,  but  we  do 
wish  him  every  success  in  the  Transvaal. 

Elder  and  Sister  Everton  have  arrived  in  our 
Branch,  and  already  we  are  wondering  how 
we'll  ever  do  without  them.  We  are  also  very 
glad  to  have  Elders  LeBaron,  Hyer,  and  Erick- 
son  here.  Elder  Erickson's  fine  piano-playing 
ability  is  much  needed  and  appreciated  in  our 
Branch. 

Durban  certainly  seems  to  have  been  the 
Mecca  of  many  of  the  Saints  this  month,  as  we 
have  had  a  steady  stream  of  visitors.  From  the 
Transvaal  there  was  Sister  Nita  Creighton.  and 
Brother  Don  Ninow.  From  the  Cape,  Sister 
Yvonne  van  Rhyn  and  her  little  daughter. 
Brothers  Rayner,  Hubert,  and  Newton,  and 
Brother  Jakins,  someone  whose  visit  we  always 
look  forward  to.  From  Margate  there  was 
Brother  Dick  Jakins,  and  his  son  and  daughter, 
Duane  and  Shelley. 

On  the  7th  of  August  the  Relief  Society  held 
their  usual  monthly  home  dinner  for  the  build- 
ing fund.  This  month  Brother  and  Sister 
Everton  introduced  us  to  delicious  American 
chilie. 

Brother  Henning  has  started  a  'Brick'  selling 
campaign  in  the  Branch,  in  the  form  of  stamped 
cards,  and  this  is  proving  quite  a  help  towards 
our  building  project. 

The  M.I. A.  'Under  the  Sea'  party  held  at  the 
home  of  Roy  Carlson,  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  social  events  in  a  long  while. 
The  Mutual  board  with  the  help  of  the  Elders, 
created  a  most  realistic  'Under  the  Sea'  atmos- 
phere and  this  coupled  with  a  real  live  Buc- 
caneer (Elder  Sessions)  and  some  'fishy'  games, 
combined  to  make  a  most  successful  evening. 
As  well  as  raising  money  for  our  Building 
Fund,  this  event  celebrated  the    birthday    of 
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Sister  Blackburn  and  the  farewell  and  birthday 
of  Brother  Kotze.  It  is  with  real  regret  that  we 
bid  him  farewell  and  we  know  that  the  Trans- 
vaal will  be  enriched  by  his  membership. 

Sisters  Wiblin  and  Cameron  have  both  been 
in  the  hospital  during  the  month,  but  we  are 
happy  to  relate  that  they  are  now  at  home  and 
on  the  road  to  recovery. 

We  would  like  to  extend  our  sincerest  sym- 
pathy to  Brother  Sweeney  and  family  because 
of  the  loss  of  Sister  Gladys  Annie  Sweeney 
who  passed  on  on  the  14th  of  August. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 
18  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

Our  Pioneer  Social  was  held  as  a  braaivleis 
this  year,  but  as  usual  the  weather  was  unkind, 
and  the  rain  poured  down.  As  a  result  of  the 
bad  weather  we  moved  our  social  into  Brother 
Doller's  garage  and  let  it  pour.  The  song, 
"Smoke  Gets  in  Your  Eyes"  would  have  been 
very  suitable  for  the  occasion  as  many  of  us 
were  shedding  tears  because  of  the  misty  atmos- 
phere which  was  filled  with  smoke  from  the 
fire.  Elder  Erickson,  who  was  passing  through 
on  his  way  to  Durban,  joined  us  and  was  intro- 
duced to  his  first  braaivleis. 

The  M.I. A.  recently  gave  a  fine  evening  ser- 
vice with  Sister  Madge  McHugh  talking  on  the 
M.I.A.  theme,  along  with  Sister  Marvis 
Scheckle  and  Sister  Vera  Gamble  who  also 
gave  fine  talks.  Sister  O'Connor  rendered  a 
Bible  reading  which  added  to  the  service  and 
along  with  the  other  members  made  the  meet- 
ing an  inspiring  and  successful  one. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  President  Duncan 
and  President  Grismore  with  us  for  our  Semi- 
annual Conference.  There  words  of  advice 
and  wisdom  were  inspiring  to  us  and  encour- 
aged us  to  strive  harder  in  raising  funds  for 
our  newly  planned  chapel. 

Our  congratulations  go  to  Springs  and  the 
hard  working  branch  there  for  achieving  their 
long  sought  object  and  dedicating  a  building  to 
the  Lord. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb,  282  Preller  St., 
Muckleneuk,  Pretoria,  Transvaal. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

The  big  news  of  the  month  here  in  Pretoria 
is  the  arrival  of  Louise-Anne  Bibb  on  the  1st 
of  August.  The  Bibb  boys  are  very  thrilled 
with  their  new  sister. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Elder  Fisher 
but  hope  he  will  be  happy  in  his  new  field  of 


labour.  We  welcome  Elder  Taylor  and  wish 
him  a  pleasant  stay  in  Pretoria. 

Brother  Hans  Rohde  has  left  for  South  West 
Africa  where  he  will  be  joined  later  by  Sister 
Tovc  and  Anne-Metta. 

We  welcome  the  Hutton  family  to  Pretoria 
and  hope  they  will  enjoy  their  association  with 
the  people  here  in  Pretoria. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Ronald  O.  Ragsdale, 

1  Mockes  Street,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlen 

After  the  July  holidays  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch  came  to  life  starting  with  a  jumble  sale 
held  by  the  Relief  Society  at  the  house  of  Sister 
Utermohlem.  Our  thanks  go  to  Sister 
Daubney  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Graham,  who 
mended,  washed  and  ironed  all  the  clothes  and 
helped  to  make  the  sale  a  big  success.  Paul 
Utermohlem,  with  his  neatly  arranged  shoe  stall 
helped,  along  with  others,  to  make  the  jumble 
sale  a  profitable  one. 

M.I.A.  is  very  busily  preparing  for  the  Gold 
and  Green  Ball  to  be  held  on  September  18th. 
They  closed  their  winter  programme  with  a 
square  dance  which  was  held  on  the  25th  of 
August. 

Mrs.  Milne  is  becoming  quite  an  organist  on 
our  newly  acquired  portable  electric  organ,  so  a 
typical  church  atmosphere  is  created  by  her 
playing. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  conference  in 
early  September  when  we  hope  to  have  Presi- 
dent Duncan  with  us  once  again. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Richard  M.  Dunn, 

Newbrighton  Hotel,  Box  1126,  Bulav/ayo. 

Reported  by  W.  A.  Jubber,  Jnr. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  see  Elder  Taylor  and 
Elder  Hyer  leave  Bulawayo,  but  wish  them 
great  success  in  the  new  area  where  they  have 
been  assigned  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  We  are  also  sad  to  lose  the  services  of 
Brother  Park  who  has  been  transferred  to 
Salisbury  where  he  will  work  with  the  Rail- 
ways. 

Sister  June  Frost  has  been  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  a  minor  operation.  We  hope  that 
the  operation  proves  to  be  to  her  advantage  and 
that  she  will  have  a  rapid  recovery. 

The  Tarr  family  have  gone  on  vacation  to 
the  seaside,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  enjoy 
themselves  and  have  a  good  time. 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  and  welcome 
Brother  Robbins  into  the  church.  He  was  bap- 
tised on  Sunday  morning,  the  25th  of  July,  out 
at  the  Hillside  dam.    We  take  this  opportunity 
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in  wishing  Brother  Robbins  a  happy  21st  birth- 
fray,  and  may  he  always  find  happiness  in  his 
associations  with  the  Gospel  and  his  fellowmen. 
MOWBRAY  BRANCH 
Branch  President-:  Alwyn  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point. 
Reported  by  Beatrice  £.  Smith. 

On  Sunday,  1st  August,  the  M.I. A.  were  in 
charge  of  the  evening  service  in  the  Chapel. 
The  theme  of  the  evening  was  "Remember  now 
thy  Creator,"  and  talks  and  songs  were  all 
arranged  around  this  theme. 

The  little  daughter  of  Brother  T.  Y.  and 
Sister  Doreen  Wilson  was  blessed  on  Sunday, 
August  1st,  and  given  the  name  of  Margaret 
Ann. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Brother 
Samuel  Rocke  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  and 
we  trust  that  he  will  be  comforted  in  his  time 
of  sorrow. 

We  offer  congratulations  to  Bellville  Branch 
who  have  at  length  been  able  to  acquire  a  hall 
in  which  to  hold  their  Sunday  meetings.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  an  epidemic 
of  influenza  among  the  members  of  this  active 
little  Branch,  we  feel  that  they  are  going  places 
now  that  they  have  better  facilities  for  their 
services. 

We  offer  our  deep  and  sincere  sympathy  to 
Sister  Doreen  Wilson,  whose  mother,  Mrs. 
Fennel,  died  on  the  27th  of  July. 

Joyce  van  Schalkwyk  has  been  in  the  hospital 
to  undergo  a  slight  operation.  We  are  glad  to 
report  that  she  is  now  quite  fit  and  full  of  joy 
again. 

The  Fireside  Chat  on  August  8th  was  under 
the  direction  of  the  M/Men  and  Gleaners. 
Their  subject  was  a  couple  of  skits  depicting 
the  real  beauty  of  good  manners.  We  must 
thank  all  of  those  who    took    part    especially 


Sister  Lorraine  Bibb  and  Brother  Theo  Rayner 
— who  really  stole  the  show  with  their  por- 
trayal of  the  way  things  should  not  be  done. 

Among  those  who  have  been  ill  this  month 
are  Sister  Dorothy  Smith,  little  Richard 
Osborne,  Mr.  Pierre  de  Roock  and  Anette  and 
the  baby.  Brother  Thomas  Wilson  has  also 
been  a  sufferer  from  the  prevailing  influenza. 
We  pray  that  all  of  these  members  may  soon  be 
well  again. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Sister  Myers 
who  has  returned  from  Karasburg.  We  have 
also  been  delighted  to  have  Sister  Theo. 
Booysen  with  us  for  a  short  while.  We  have 
had  to  say  Good-bye  to  Brother  Eric  Bibb,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Omaruru  and  welcome 
Sister  Annie  Banfield  who  has  returned  from 
Johannesburg. 

Congratulations  to  the  Gilbert  Osbornes  on 
the  arrival  of  little  Gregory,  who  was  born 
on  the  14th  of  the  month. 

Our  Branch  Conference  on  the  22nd  was  a 
day  of  spiritual  peace  and  gladness.  The  Junior 
Sunday  School  children  sang  a  song  of  praise, 
before  we  set  out  on  the  theme  of  the  day's 
meetings,  which  was  "Woe  to  those  who  are 
at  ease  in  Zion."  The  young  people  who  spoke 
at  the  morning  session  gave  fine  examples  of 
the  way  in  which  they  are  striving  to  be  active 
in  the  Gospel.  In  the  evening  the  words  of 
Sister  Nora  Duncan  and  Brother  Hugh  Helm 
were  inspiring  to  us  along  with  the  musical 
numbers,  "Israel's  Sons  With  One  Accord"  and 
"0,My  Father,"  which  was  sung  by  the  choir 
adding  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  wonderful 
day. 

We  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  Sister 
Snowden,  Sister  Ross  and  Brother  Fred 
Lemensich  on  the  death  of  their  mother  and 
we  pray  that  they  will  find  comfort. 


Stalwart  Member  of  the  South  African  Mission 
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a  miraculous  way  to  go  to  a  home  where  there 
was  sickness  and  death,  and  was  able  to  render 
valuable  assistance. 

Sister  Vice  is  now  living  with  one  of  her 
married  sons  at  Westonaria,  a  small  mining 
village  beyond  Randfontein,  on  the  western  ex- 
treme of  the  Witwatersrand.  Although  in  her 
seventies,  she  is  remarkably  active  and  attends 
meetings  at  Krugersdorp. 

During  the  last  war,  one  of  her  sons,  Cedric 
Noel,  a  pilot  officer  in  the  R.A.F.,  was  shot 
down  into  the  Aegean  Sea  and  was  presumed 
killed  in  action.  Her  surviving  family  consists 
of  4  daughters  and  2  sons,  all  married,  and  she 


is  the  proud  grandmother  of  14  grandchildren. 

Sister  Vice  has  lived  a  long  yet  interesting 
life.  She  is  numbered  among  those  that  have 
gone  out  of  their  way  to  draw  others  into  the 
pathway  that  gives  them  joy,  peace,  happiness 
and  the  purity  of  life.  She  has  prepared  her- 
self, and  by  her  example  and  advice  helped  to 
prepare  others,  to  go  where  our  Heavenly 
Father  desires  us  to  go.  It  is  a  privilege  to 
associate  with  such  a  fine  sister  and  feel  the 
wonderful  spirit  that  radiates  from  her. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Vice  for  what  she  has 
done,  ably  and  earnestly,  in  helping  to  carry 
out  the  work  of  God  throughout  South  Africa. 
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STATISTICS 

BLESSINGS 

MARGARET  ANN  WILSON,  daughter  Of 
Thomas  Yeudall  and  Evelyn  Dorecn  Wadnuin. 
was  blessed  on  August  1st,  1954.  by  Brother 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson  at  Mowbray. 

BAPTISMS 

ANNE  SOPHIA  ELS  was  baptised  en  July  18th. 
1954,  by  Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  F.  John  Francis  at 
Springs. 

RONALD  THOMAS  ROBBINS  was  baptised  on 
July  25th,  1954.  by  Elder  Robert  A.  Taylor  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Richard 
M.  Dunn  at  Bulawayo. 

THEONE  JUANITA  RECKAS,  daughter  of  Plato 
and  Cicely  Joyce  Gerber  Pereira,  was  baptised 
on  August  1st,  1954.  by  Brother  Johan  Brum- 
mer  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

RICHARD  SHARPE.  son  of  Harry  Edward  and 
Myrtle  Edith  Muir,  was  baptised  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Brother  Norman 
G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

WALTER  ANTHONY  HODGES  was  baptised  on 
August  8th,  1954,  by  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey, 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Brother 
Alwin  Hubert  at  Cumorah. 

DEATHS 

SARAH   SOPHIA    (ZIMMERMAN)    GROTIQUE 

died  on  July  15th,  1954,  at  Kimberley. 


GLADYS   ANNIE    (WADE)    SWEENEY   died  on 
August  14th.  1954.  at  Durban.  Natal. 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER  DON  M.  LEBARON  was  trans- 
ferred to  Durban  from  the  Mission  Office  on 
August  3rd  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder 
Bruce  Erickson. 

ELDER  RUEL  C.  HYER  was  transferred 
to  Durban  from  Bulawayo  on  August  2nd 
where  he  will  labour  with  Elder  Charles  M. 
Sessions. 

ELDER  ROBERT  A.  TAYLOR  was  trans- 
ferred to  Pretoria,  West  Rand  District,  on 
August  2nd  where  he  will  labour  with  Dean 
R.  Lindsay. 


APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  LYNN  P.  WALKER  was  appointed 
Mission  Historian  and  Assoc.  Editor  of 
'Cumorah  Southern  Messenger'  on  July  27th, 
1954. 


Ane  T^ou  (Reeondl 
ConAc'iou&? 

Today  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  read  scriptures  of  the  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  aid  us  in  the  search  for  truth.  These  books,  which  play  such  a  big  role  in  the  lives 
of  the  Church  members,  are  the  results  of  labours  of  men  living  hundreds  of  years  ago 
who  diligently  made  a  resume  of  the  important  events  that  occurred  in  their  lives  and 
placed  them  safely  away  for  their  followers  to  read  and  benefit  from. 

Record  keeping  has  in  the  past,  and  will  in  the  future,  play  a  big  part  in  the  lives 
of  all  L.D.S.  It  is  an  important  job,  one  that  has  to  be  done  for  record  keeping  isn't 
solely  a  commandment  that  applied  to  the  people  of  yester-year  but  it  applies  to  us  today 
as  well.  The  responsibility  rests  with  us  today  as  members  of  the  Church  to  see  that 
the  officers  of  our  branch  are  informed  of  marriages,  divorces,  ordinations  and  other 
events  of  historical  interest.  Historical  records  should  be  kept  by  us  today  so  that  those 
of  tomorrow  may  pick  up  where  we  leave  off  when  our  life's  labours  are  completed. 

L.P.W. 
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